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Key messages

After 10 years of SDG 6, countries are delivering measurable progress.

The results are real: billions more people can access safer drinking water, sanitation and hygiene
services; water-use efficiency has improved; and more countries are applying integrated water
resources management to balance competing needs.

Progress is accelerating but remains too slow and uneven.

More countries are moving faster, but gains remain uneven and incremental. However, these
acceleration trends signal areas where stronger implementation, monitoring and institutional
capacity may contribute to faster gains.

SDG 6 has demonstrated the value of a dedicated global goal for water and sanitation.

By addressing the entire water cycle through one shared framework, SDG 6 has advanced
progress on water and sanitation while supporting action across health, food, human rights,
energy, climate, ecosystems and economies.

SDG 6 has shaped countries’ pathways to progress.

SDG 6 has elevated water and sanitation as a political priority, shaped policy development,
increased data availability and use, provided an entry point for strengthened coordination and
cooperation, catalysed stakeholder action and generated strong support for a dedicated goal
beyond 2030, and enhanced United Nations system-wide coordination and delivery.

Water is increasingly seen as a “superconnector” for SDG acceleration and transformation.
Looking towards 2030 and beyond, stronger resourcing, sharper execution, innovation, deeper
partnerships and multilateral cooperation on water and sanitation will help drive progress for
people, planet and prosperity.

There is an urgent need to move from incremental to transformative progress.

Transformative change will require maintaining what is working, while making improvements to
systems, means and processes. Closing the vast financing gap will need sustained political will
and broader partnerships capable of crowding in capital.

Water and sanitation need a stronger multilateral approach beyond 2030.

Building on lessons learned from SDG 6, the international community has an opportunity to
strengthen future water- and sanitation-related goals, better connect political commitments with
implementation, and ensure a more structured intergovernmental process for water and
sanitation at the United Nations.
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